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Albert Mission School

..... 1 seon, the doc

Officer have change ' the course o _.ﬂwnmﬂnnm 5
accordance with what they are and
wnna_._.._n..__ they are realised.

The characters change the
characters, There nge Lic conrse.ol the sto,
L Do meey e, LS .l aral ead i

Narration :

Marration is the art of story telling. Nara st

10 hold the children from play and the chimney swecpers lrom thsie mess

He arouses in Swami and Friends a constant gngﬂﬁ
u

readers what will happen to Swami. When Swami a series of
_pangs of grief, Narayan keeps his reade Eih:

Elﬂmmha_”:mww and the
tenterhooks to know what will happen to him. Their curiosity reaches i

climax when Swami is in the —.___n__m.wm Forest Ennqaﬂp_”_ﬂnaﬂm__.ﬂ.ﬂmmﬂﬁ
uwm@m_mﬁ.__uun ‘ Lo

. _
...__..wnnﬂmn_.____.;onmo_.zh...uq_imsh:.nimnzn Bu.na..um n_.n_..
The description of the examina ion hall with a Eﬂﬁ!aﬁuﬂn%n
scratching of uius and the rustling of the papers through the broogin

silence of the hall, is master pizc= of the pictorial art. The description o

e S e —

Swami treading, the dangerous jath of the Mempi For=si where he meels
Yam, the god of death at every s.ep, is an awe-inspiring picture conjured
up in the imagination of the readers. a

Dialogue

The dialogue reveals character. The dialogue betwesn Rajam and
Swami in Chapter X111 ‘The M.C.C. reveals the fallen char. :der of Rajam
and the refined character of Swami. The dialoguc beiween Rajam und

the Board Highschool Head Master reveals that the laller is a s mad cap.

Themes

Swami's motl

We have in Swarmi_an{ Friends _rmﬁ.ﬂrmmnfﬂwmnmmﬁﬂ religion,
superstition, economic probleias, stru le for Indid's [rcedom and Indian
Slture but the most significant and percnnial HiCe J .
ﬂﬂumr_n.q_.u....nu_ upon change and separation. Where there is mun....mﬂﬂ.m..ﬂ is
holy ground. The heart of Swumi is a ground made holy by the tears fal E._.
on it from his eyes. Swami suffers _.EE.”_E pangs of sorrow throughou
the novel. Rajam, his herc: friend, gives him the crucllest blow by breaking

all friendly ties with him.
Title

- 1. of the novel Swami and Friends is &
a5 _._WN_GE and adventures of Swami and his

narrates. theex
%ﬁn&h e

L_._Em.mmﬁh because it
e necinlly

ntroducion (o ‘Swami and Friends' | 5

Humour
MNarayan b

——

When Swami's 8T 2

tendsbort lned Se0eie

fmisfortunes and (e pangs

his friends poohpooh him

gceive him and the two Head Masters
¢ lcar ol death in the Mempi Fores
and loneliness when his bosom [riend Rajan
mﬂm.lnlll —Em.@u.n._....._.mm.n_hﬂ..& upon change & scparalion.
Blending of Humour and Pathos

There is in Swarni and Friends a blending of humour and pathos. It
is humorous 10 read that at the thought of the mangoes Swami’s mouth
begins to water. Swami is under the constraint of solving the sum, his ears
are being wisted by his father and, at the end, he bursts into tesrs, So
pathos is mixed with humour. We laugh when Swami promises to God
that if He converts his pebbles to penny-coins_ n will give up biting his
thumb for a year but, when God remains indifferent to him and does not
oblige him, he is angry and sheds tears. So there is in Swami and Friends
a mingling of honour and pathos.

Indinnness

" ﬂ.q.ﬂ.r.n.:. H.u-ﬁﬁ..__ﬂ has said that whereas E.M. Forster and Kipling
ﬂ_.mh_..._uﬂ._.._nn _:ﬂ._. R.K. Narayan has given him real India, his sccond
ome. Narayan has given us geographical, cconomic, religious, national
and cultural India. Thoagh he has written in English F..M.._Emn yet what
he has written about is India in all its aspects. We lind in his novels Bharat
Darshan.
Malgudi

~ Graham Greene writes that he found a publisher for Swami

Friends and Malgud’ was born. The mnnnnmﬂrwwn.__ places Ennm__rr. mhﬁﬂnn
river, the M=mpi Forest, the Nallappa’s Mango Grove and the city pla o
like Trunk Road, Ellamann Street, Albert Mission School ﬂ_uﬂnw
Highschool, the clubs and the hospitals give us a feel of what ?____Em_.__.mmh
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sulfecs from the first shock of life. His mind is dis

paper boat and places an ant ﬁﬁm.v.ﬁmmvﬁnﬁ..w.ﬂmmmmmﬂm. e makes o
Swami_ prays for the ant. Santka! 1ater informs him that L. LiC An: dics,
name, “the _:mk_..w.u._._@man._w.: e hlorms m thathe has e

Swami is excited because Rajam, his hero friend. | ;
_house. He asks Granny not 1o sl ow her senile se ! 1o his
mother to prepare nice dishes and i:ﬁﬁhﬁ.ﬁ?ﬁnﬁ@ﬂﬁhﬁ*
nd dhoti and to serve the dishes. Then he requests his father g sits
i (6 use his room, for which his father casily consents. .ﬂrumrwm,wiﬂwﬂ
gocs off satisfactorily except thil (he cook does ol Weur & cloan dhof -
When Rajam asks swami which his room is. Swami sags Gt 'L is Ris tors,
When Rajam asks him if he reads the voluminous Lioks he feals
embarrassed. Changing {he topic he asks Rajam if he will like (o sce hig -
E&.&E_:Jl.mm.."m.s the Granny. He tells her 006t his mother's
jewellery. He describes to her Madras, its s, 118 trams and its cinemus
Gronny gasps with wonder al every item, k.
One day when Swami enters the classroom he i
sees "Thil™ written on the blackboard. Infuriated, he ”ﬂﬂwe%_ﬁﬂﬂm
Sankar. Soon there i§ pandémionium in the classroom. Somu, Samuel.
Sankar, Mani and Swami go outside the class to a lonly spot. There Mani
%ﬁh@rﬂ.ﬂﬁzi# Rajam wants to surprise all his friends. He has
invited them. Swami and | Aani wonder what the surprise lics in store for
them, When they reach Rajam’s house, they mimic the blind kitten and
the blind %mmﬂ_.”ww&mﬁq, touch the bodies of Somu and Sankar
respectively and when they open their cyes and find that they have
touched their onomies, they ure furious und threaten (o go away Rajaui
praiscs their mimicry and calms them down. Then he narraics the story
of the dying old man and the laggots the gist of which is that unity is
strength. Then he illustrates fros the Vedas the intolerable sulferings for
those persons who foster camity. The fricnds turned enemics are afraid
and the enemies turn friends again.

The mother of Swami is bed ridden. She and Swami show concern
and love for each other. When t' _ examination is in ths offing, Swami's
father has become fussy and is' harassing Swami for studying. All the
classmates of Swami suffer from the examination fever and are studying
hard. Mani goes to the school clerk with a bundle of brinjjls and asks him
to tell him the questions set in the different papers. The clerk gives him

only a few hints for studying diflerent subjects. Mani wants to share the
hints with Swami. Like Mani, Swami is not serious about his studies. He
gossips with Granny and fondles the babe . He opens the Atlas and finds

is like the head of the camel. Two days before the

that Europe | f . belg ‘
examination he prepares a list of articles needed for the examination. His

father scores out every item of the list, flings it out at Swami and says thal
maongy does not drop from the sky.

H
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A hﬂnﬁbtuﬂa& __u_.._n .
the examination Euﬁ.ﬂﬂ.mﬁﬁﬁﬂr aﬂ...,..
mes OF ﬂﬂ.a atlouted _,n_n_wﬂarw will ,EEE;V E_”_n _,_E_n...
ime, He thinks! ol ringing of the the
L equired. He B hapPY (€ "y, At the 1iF m_..iann s i
will do during the vacation,

to the endless 1# = ‘
examinees come o uestions :n_”_..u”“__u_”_._“.—”w.t.iuu_h their time during Fn

wrote in different 4tC s the stut . He gxpress
The 1leadmaste! .....“ﬁnua a passion for 4 ROOP. /15 _,..w and afterwards

T de jm first five Tupec et
vacation. vﬁ”_”.__....._ demands from _m..ﬂmquub____ nor his m&nﬂm give him
six pies immediately: FEG T Sito a cardboard hox, covers it with sand,

six pies. ﬂn ___nm__._”ﬁ____. lies prostrate _u.uhﬂnwnﬁa ___._.ﬂu“..u“ of the gods “__ﬂ
goes to the pot 11 his pebbles 1o - miscs them
requests them 1o W:ﬁ.ﬂrﬂﬂ biting his -__...m-..r. __ﬂnqw year. But Eﬂmﬂ-ﬁ
i they oblige him he WeL PG vage and bursts into tears. He fecls Ik
not oblige him. B fears that they may make him .ﬂlﬂlﬂﬁtﬂ_ his futher.
cursing the gods but fe C b oes to Mani for the pies, but Mani
Js disappoint him he Foes ani for the pics, but.

After the goc s €Tl ecause nobody gives him any money. Two
says that he [ ¥ and \tani approach Rajam. Swami requests him (0
fead him a policeman. He tells him that a coachman denics recognising
him after taking money from him. Rajam Ehr.nu a plan to nﬂnn&_ wﬂ_.._
kidnap the coachman’s son. But the coachman’s son is Loo clever Lo be
decoyed and kidnapped. Rajam’s plan fails. Malgudi is very hot in
summer. Persons generally do not come out from their houses in noon
and afternoon, Bul for Rajam, Mani and Swami noon and aftersnoon are
the most plensunt time for wandering about. One day they sit on a culvert.
They icase ..-.r:___:...wF carl driver who is 0 mere boy, and then allow him Lo
go away to his village,

i To Swami's displeasure his father’s court closes in the second week
of . Swami fears that this will curtail his frecdom of wandering ahout
__.E._. __=__ friends, This does on the third duy 0f the closure of the court.
u.—“”. m-—._..ﬂ,._.rnﬁvru. _.._:._- 1o sulvie o sum ﬂ.ﬂu..u_..: .—-.—ﬂ-.n._ﬂ.ﬂm__n-ﬁ? Al ._..—uﬂ name of the

pes » 5 o 3 . ey
P o s mouth beging to water, Swami finds it difficult 1o solve

the sum. His father (wists his e A
bursts inlo ._E.? ists his cars. By the time Swami solves the sum he

Secing his son Sw
.ﬁdﬁqmnhr_."m_"” H....w .__. SWamg woe-begone his father leels sorry for having
it ,:,. L.._._...,:.:E.. _=.n_2_nw to change the sullen mood of his
lather arrives o :._. ..__,q..r..:sm...m...d__ him 19 the club. A car of a friend of his
! ¢ 18 asked 10 sit on the back sea( of the car. He fzels

by his opponcnts, who is the best pla nn__:mw balls Cinnoibe returned
- . f cr i F

omnet b foue o, 1P 225, o Vs wi et

all picker at the court. He is ::M-_mn..mu nmw nﬂ_a ﬂ_‘_amﬂm

: ¥ ternh en the
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a:m—n. w .h.
m.sEh—. ORK: Marayan's heroes rise from the aye

i
The Concept of the Herolne
The heroine in The Guide is 4 i
by the hero both emctionally and echnomientiny cRaidit. She is dom;
of Thackeray's Vanity Fair or the :n..nuﬂ.nu.hm._ W%nﬂﬂ#t:hhmﬂuﬁewﬂﬂu

heroines shine in t of ficiion beca . anders
appeal. But Rosie mmnn_w mm__mn_.n:. ilk, She F....ﬂﬂ__wwh m—h.u”nhnnnﬂs-_ nﬂﬂﬂ

rage (o ._.—uﬂ”..ﬂku

raordinary

but Iater on she devotes her life for the sak na i

4 : £ fart and cu o
typical Indian woman who is domi 5o <ulture, Sh
_.".Eﬁ_mﬂnmh_uu.. . ominaied by man both uﬂnzaﬂlﬂnﬁm
Absence of Traditional Villains k

Similarly the traditional villain in the novel is
himself commits certain acts of villai i absent. The hero
ol e villainy, but he is open Lo correction or
Objective Characterization -

Naruayan’s charseters ars nol only teul, they are a jective
Zﬂ.ﬂmw.ha._ nnw.nm to kcep them o much free _._..un___.n.._ Eur—?oﬂh_.ﬂhﬂ_—nvg
as possible. Precision an not abundance is Narayan's keynote of
characterization. He giv.s only a few details of his characters, His
characters are not mer. Jypes ; they are individuals 1o a degree. He knows
their loibles and social set-up. His characters move in the local
atmosphere of Malgudi. He develops his characters very well.

: ®
5. INDIANNESS IN R.K. NARAYAN'S NOVELS
t

1. Critics' Opinions :
One of the axioms of Narayan criticism is his Indianness. C.D.
Narasimhaiah categorically asserts, “Few Indian writers have been Ecunq
truly Indian.” Edwin Gerow makes the point clearer when be s rnwn
Marayan's “untlinchingly traditional outlook.” JZ. Kaul, in a well- ___.u.....u....“__.
essay, “R. K. Narayan and the East-West Theme”, takes an exireme s i
He denies the presence of any real East-West theme in ﬂ.mn. ZM_.EUH,@ i
; vels we find, to quote A.N. Kaul, the ‘remarkable fact ol &,
”twmmm%%m_ Indian life s_m.__”_mn_. the Wesl touches at all points _..m__: 59&..”.__”
radir. . W % : f this type of approa
Yet the uncertainty o ¥p % L
real penciratiol E_u__i__wm__m..“. Vet thy uncertainty of (8 B and elusive
. is m_._._.um,nm_n..._ E__.E.?_. illiam; “TI "ind Indians. The key to the ___,___n_nE.:
um__ﬁ_._:_ .ﬂh—hﬂ“ﬂ% wh.nw:ﬁh—:.ﬂh-:ﬂ-. “._._E._.w 5 n..ME_u_:nEuh_ nature of MNarayan's
nu..nn

: i 2 t s his celebradon of
" He is typically (an o thodox) Hindu in ”wnmﬂ: about the

nﬂnmﬁ_&.m:uu.. . : dmit extreme scep

o static. Yet ?E.._.”.,::* 15 Hnnn_u___.:“ u their disciples and 10 un.....nn____na_w
t i ss of Indian godmen’ & : flectior. of India’s long
genuinene edy as an appropri te fictional reflectiot
rather nuwhnﬂﬂmdmnm_mu_nntrmn istory.”
and freGUCR ¥ o Novelist i English o igfortune
- .ﬁ.n-.u:w—. y is an Indian novelist L0 LA2 T the West had given him

R.K. Narayal o o pnized in India only aft s .
e lo :
hat he €27

speakers 0 ; udi ¢ an imagi .

3. Indla Symbolised » i lised by Eamwﬁwﬂ“h”umﬁ grown into &
Narayan's 1< Since the carly ‘thirties’ { s, a railway station and

_Ehncﬁ._..ﬁ_.nﬁu. hotels, m m_pnnwu. _E:unn.

has a .
good city and gradvally i It is a town O
..___:hu.ﬁa flats in the eXtCEy E..Mwn big businessmen. It has grown

1 + E.
: teachers and sma wn into a town
qﬂu.hnnrf_”ﬂ”ﬁ””ﬁ:m. conscrvative and backwurc 10 ¢ he does

i jonal movelist becaus
L eet, Narayan is called & regrona’ fEts Ao
”._ﬂ_“h,.._n__.__ﬂ_ .,.“_H._L M:GE_@ Malgudi localc. Malgudi is his Wessex-

compared (o Hardy in this respect.

4. Typleally Indian Characters ]

His characters are typically indian —Swami, . also
Sampath, Margayya, Raju and Mali are Indians not R&..—ﬁ uEHn_ but and
in characier and spirit, They have the notions and _..uﬂg- siti ‘and
morils of India .i..——u them, They suffer due to —H.u.—m.ﬂ - Lona
morals. There might be a character or two assuming forcign name, £.5,
Rosic, but inside them too are Indians. At one or two places Narayan has
introduced some purely foreign characters, i.c, Mali goes to America for
professional training and brings an American wifs with him.

India’s culture is very elusive and complex. It is difficult to
.a.:___:“__.:w.." L through a few situations or characters. MNarayan is neither a
socil i o porapiu st represcning the seay, i chit
despite all this his ‘...H.Eqr._....“”.,-wWWMHW—WHMMMMMMHFH—; it il D
5. Indian Symbols and Seengs "

Marayan represents Indianne :
v " 55 thro
symbols which represcnt typical Indian Culinro of o e s
“ -._._._ _.m._.r. river, r..#...r.ur:..ﬁ ﬂ.uﬂ.nu-._._...-n_w_. h.—..:._ Hﬂw—.—.—- MU__H_.-ﬁv _. ; —u’.—.ﬂk—uﬁﬂ.—c -HIﬂ.EuU..—.ﬂ.v
ndia that not only survives but also shanes the =r:_...._uP ,.."w.“____, % _nw..#..____._.ﬁ_ foudt
, ulture. Similarly, sofa

e e ol Micism Sy
The building of a railway station ay _ﬂﬂm”n.._.mmﬁunﬁ__:am of new culture
Lt}

U Ma [ .E..._.-.O.._.:Dﬂm_ th
skirmishes and ¢lash :H..q...n_.EmuH_ﬂMw.. It was in this whir] meﬁ_:_.-..u_. ﬂ.un_
alighted (rom the train on ?.__n_m..E.._..ium cauy clivities
”._:..w:.m aller _,.__,_-.f.a and then ﬂau_wr. and
o di :_.:_._.... o he free even for ..-wnﬁw:h. Eventually had no i
he did on the o of the momen s 10 give second the me for
when he was on the granite slab of e 4o ¢ ST CUmMStantia] p
T

ancient shripe on the ba,

Chandran, Krishnan,

€ssure. But
_ur..ﬂ__— M_nﬂ._.m-u_._.-

N YT ..




