TYPES OF CURRICULUM: SUBJECT CENTERED,
TEACHER CENTERED, CHILD CENTERED

Types of C urriculum
Following are the various types of curriculum:
. Subject-centred Curriculum
2. Child-centred Curriculum

3. Teacher-centred Curriculum



SUBJECT-CENTRED CURRICULUM |
Subject-centred curriculum revolves around thc_su bjects. In his {
of curriculum h'tﬂwledge 1S di\’id‘d nto diffﬂ'ﬂnt SUt.J'] ects. The exact ..".
of each subject is clearly and strictly defined. In this curriculuy, Subjed
are given more importance. It is based on theoretical aspect of ¢,
Knowledge is communicated to students mainly through classroon i, hind
The main objective of implementing the subject-centred curricilyp, g 3
development of intellectual abilities of the child. '

Characteristics of Subject-centred Curriculum
The essential features/characteristics of subject-centred curricyjym

are as follows:
1. It lays emphasis on teaching subject-matter.
2. In this curriculum subject-matter is selected and organised befyn
the actual teaching.
3. It lays emphasis on teaching facts, imparting information ang
acquiring knowledge. |
4. It is based on theoretical aspect of learning.
In this curriculum learning is measured by how well the subjec
matter has been mastered by the students.
6. It corresponds mostly to the text-books written by the experts fo
the specific subjects.

Merits of Subject-centred Curriculum

Following points highlight the various merits of subject-centret
curriculum: |
1. Defined scope: The scope of subject-centred curriculum is clearly
defined. The clarity of the subject matter helps in the realisation

aims and objectives of education.

2. Authoritative content: It provides updated and authoritati
content within a subject area. It supplies developed material for
children according to their needs and demands. Moreover, the text
books are written by the experts for the specific subjects.

3. Addition to knowledge: In this type of curriculum knnwledgt‘-'l
divided into different subjects. It is helpful in developing
knowledge of the students through the teaching of various subject

4. Systematic presentation: Concepts and facts of information &
presented in a systematic manner to the students. It helps in ¢
clear understanding of facts andmgpm
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| /Si'mp'c organisation: The various subjects in the curriculum are
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orguniscd in a simple manner, Students can proceed from simple
(0 complex. |

Correlation: In this curriculum subjects are correlated to provide
integrated knowledge to the students, Teaching of various subjects
is hence correlated. | - "

% Minimises wastage: [Lminimises wastage of time, energy and

efforts on the part of the students and teachers. Both the students
and teachers know in advance what they have to learn and what
they have to teach.

pemerits of Subject-centred Curriculum
pemerits of subject-centred curriculum are discussed as under:

: knowledge in the examinui;l'm#‘*-'

Narrowly conceived: Subject-centred curriculum is narrowly
conceived. Only knowledge items are included. It only fi=pares
the students to pass the examination.

Dominated by examination: This typé of curriculum is too much
dominated by examination. The ability of the child is determined
on the basis of marks secured in the examination.

Emphasis on memory: The subject-centred curriculum
encourages rote memorisation. It does not give real or first-hand
knowledge to the students. The students are required to memorise
the subject matter to pass the examination.

Bookish and mechanical; Subject-centred curriculum is bookish
and mechanical.In this curriculum bookish knowledge 1s imparted
to the students. Students cannot think beyond their text-books.

The knowledge gained becomes quite bookish in nalgrc. |
Unpsychological: The subject-centred curriculum 1s
unpsychological in nature. It has a very limited scope for *learming

by doing. It is not framed EIL'CQIll‘d.iIﬂQ”ﬁQ"j\l.}lt“rﬁfl. liking or disliking,
needs and demands, abl Iitie,slan" lf{ Mﬂlj}it‘mlut the child in teaching-

learning process. R Jum is rigid and
Rigid and uniform: The buhlﬁﬁ“lw‘??“@df“ ti"r_m:,' m_“r": :l't;:m;.
uniform. There is no provision {0 (il floatiom i CWEE

I MF*-“’-* are required to keam
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ignores individual di Ilcrel'ncqsmh,lllll:'l ,
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the same subjects. Tl I;_-,.-[';\l\l;-'|'|';'I,"‘_-" e
- Foliows banking “Pp"’“h’lhw ; :?';:lnuuht::
teaching. The teacher cxpcﬂ!ﬁdﬁ&?ﬁ}.a '1,,“'#.5'0&:19‘”‘“'“

it in the minds of students §0 itk




lanned by adults. Leamning exp
f what adults consider importag
the needs and den

8.  Planned by adults: Itisp
are presented in terms 0O
children. It does not give importance 10

of the learners. ;
9.  Single-track communication: The subject-centred

encourages single ~track communication. There is a very
scope for the interaction between the teacher and the lear
10. Heavy and overcrowded: The subject-centred curricul
heavy and overcrowded with multiple subjects. Most o
subjects have no relevance 10 real life situations.

CHILD-CENTRED CURRICULUM

Child-centred curriculum revolves around the interests, needs, at
age, grade and life of the child. In this curriculum child is regarded
centre of the teaching learning process. This curriculum is based ¢
individual differences. It considers children as individuals who |
differently from adults. Teacher plays the role of a supporter or facili

in this curriculum,

Characteristics of Child-centred Curriculum

The essential features/characteristics of child-centred curriculum

as follows:

I. Itisorganised around the needs, interests and capacities of chil

2. It emphasises participatory teaching and discovery techniqu

learning.

3. It encourages active participation of the students in the fon

posing problems, asking questions, collecting information, d
experiments, preparing aids etc. |

4. It emphasises curriculum design according to the char cter
development of children at different stages. .

s It seeks to provide natural flow of activity and spontaneous gr

of the child.

Merits of Child-centred Curriculum E
Following points highlight the various merits of child-centred ¢ .g.,_;_;-

| Interesting and psychological: Child-centred curriculy
interesting and psychological in nature. It is based on the i
heeds, abilities, age, grade and life of the child. Children learn

when teaching aligns with their natural energy and curiosi y.

]



AR Balanced development: Child-centred curriculum helps in the

~ palanced development of the child. It helps in physical, mental,

~ gocial, moral and emotional development of the child.

3, Preparation for life: Child-centred curriculum prepares the child
1o face the challenges of life. It trains the child to solve his day to

~ dayproblems.

4 Emphasis on experience: Child-centred curriculum provides rich

_ [eaming experiences to the child. The teaching and learning is based
on direct interaction.

5. Learning by doing. This curriculum is based on the principle of
~ learning by doing. Students become active participants in teaching
~ |earning process. They get real and first-hand knowledge.

" 6. Flexible in nature: The child-centred curriculum is flexible and
~ adjustable to the needs of students. Maximum freedom is provided
. tothe child for free expression.
' 7. Direct experience: In this curriculum child learns everything from
5‘ - hisown experiences and observations. Students develop knowledge,
~ skills, and values from direct experiences outside a traditional
. academic setting.
~ 8. Retention of knowledge: The child-centered approach shifis
: rgmﬁ focus from traditional learning to active engagement of the
- leamner. It greatly influences leamers’ interest levels. This leads to
- theretention of knowledge on the part of learner in comparison to
~ thetraditional learning with a lot of theoretical knowledge.

9. Develops problem solving skills: The child-centered curriculum

I’ includes challenges and games involving real life problems. It

l

- encourages the learners to think of solutions. This kind of training
b s-égf velops problem-solving skills, which is useful when learners
- encounter similar problems at work.

bl ’ ters collaborative learning: The child-centered curriculum
~_encourages collaborative learning. Learners have to involve their

.--...1'i',l K 9

’ m superiors in completing the activities. This approach
encourages collaboration and fosters teamwork.

$ of Child-centred Curriculum
Merits of child-centred curriculum are discussed as under:
uch independence. Child-centred curriculum provides too
dependence to the child in teaching learning process. It
r00d but may not prove fruitful in the absence of guided
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Education as soft pedagogy: Lasier su mr “, h ].dy(;md Place in
the curriculum it content selection will be ¢ PiFTIned o e baah.
of children’s interests only. Henee. education will become ‘Sof

|
pedagogy’.
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Not practical in nature, Chi [d-centred (;“llll‘.l'l"cll'llll"ll 1S not Practicy
in nature as the role of the teacher cannot be ignored. Moreover, it
is difficult to achieve curriculum targets.

Shortage of skilled teachers: [t requires special skills op the |
part of the teachers to promote |

participatory teaching and discovery techniques of learning, USUally

there is a shortage of skilled teachers in schools.

Management problems: Teachers may find it difficult 10 manage
all students’ activities when students are working on different Stages

of the same project in a team. |
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[EACHER-CENTRED CURRICULUM

Teacher-centered curriculum revolves around the teacher. Teacher is
he center of interest in this type of curriculum. It emphasises the involvement
of the teacher in the curriculum development. Teacher plays an important
-ole in the development of the student. He participates in a number of
activities at a classroom level. For instance, he selects teaching materials.
teaching strategies, use of audio-visual aids and so on

In teacher-centered curriculum, students put all of their focus on the
teacher. Teacher talks, and the students exclusively listen. During activities,
students work alone, and collaboration is discouraged.

Characteristics of Teacher-centred Curriculum

The essential features/characteristics of teacher-centred curriculum
are as follows:

1. Teacher talk exceeds student talk during instruction.

2. Instruction occurs frequently with the whole class; small-group or
individual instruction occurs less often.

3. Use of class time is largely determined by the teacher.

The teachers rely heavily upon the textbook to guide curricular
and instructional decision making.

3. The classroom furniture is usually arranged into rows of desks or
chairs facing a chalkboard with a teacher’s desk nearby.

Merits of Teacher-centred Curriculum

Following the various merits of Teacher-centred curriculum:

1. Classroom remains orderly: In this type of curriculum
classroom remains orderly. Teacher retains full control of the
classroom and its activities.It helps in maintaining an orderly
arrangement of the class. - o

2. Coverage of all topics: Teacher E!H'EEE all classroom activities
in this type of curriculum. There is no worry that students will
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Lack of a common mlldalldnlt is d_lﬂicult!tq ma,lmp I
bt o _standardlnteachmg,tesn 3 FH oy

the activities of the bludﬂlll's nmtlc (ir ouLsn:lt. the classroom‘ Guided
freedom helps the. s!ugiuils tc: m.hmue \the desired learning
outcomes. _ !|||lII \| . ||;:-':;.I l‘li

Evaluation and assessmeuﬁt'l @uulny cducatmn needs good
assessment. Therefore. fire gam Lomplcte and. ai:curale information
about students, teacher uses| | wide range |af assessments

procedure to evaluate the lea ming l)llll..()ll'lc

Demel'lts of Teacher-centred Curricuium

Lack of collaboration: In thrs typc of cumculum students leam
at their own. When students work. alone. they 'do not leam to
collaborate with other students, and their cq_rmnumcahon skills may
suffer. | L

Creates boredom: Teacher-centered instruction can be boring
for students. Their minds may wander, and they may miss important
facts. Thus, teacher-centered instruction may create boredom in
the class.

Lack of self-expression: Teacher-centered mstrucnon doe

allow students to express themselves, ask questmnsaﬁuf]!nﬂ |
their own learning.Use of class t|me is largely determir

teacher. . T -F..gl-lj

the studen W"'wwn n1 |
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